MARSHAL   NEY
the normal work of a field officer. But he need not have
worried, for besides preserving order among the civil
population the new duties meant that he acted as general
scout to the army and was responsible for the safety of
its flanks and transport. This entailed long riding and
ceaseless vigilance at the head of an elite body of horse,
intersected by such exploits as that performed during
the advance on Pelenberg.
Ney had ridden some way ahead of the main body
with a handful of dragoons and chasseurs, when its front
ranks were assailed by a sudden charge of Austrian
hussars. Although outnumbered Ney made a lightning
turn and broke up the surprise, which feat was reported
by Kleber to the Permanent Envoy of the Government
with the Army. This brought Ney the appointment of
a staff major.
The month of August found Kleber settling down to
besiege Maestricht, -which was quiet work. But on the
z6th Ney relieved the monotony by riding from Diest
to Peer, a distance of twenty miles round the right of the
enemy, and capturing a large convoy. One of his men
deserted and betrayed the whereabouts of the raiders,
and when Ney, after adding to his captures on the zyth,
turned back for home, he found the way blocked by
cavalry. Ney was upon them like a whirlwind and
hacked his "way through, and even carried the Austrian
leader back to the French lines. The soldier of twenty-
five was now marked as a coining man by the authorities,
who promptly made him a colonel.
The progress of the Sambre-et-Meuse continued
through early autumn, until, by the first week in
October, the Austrians found themselves upon the left
bank of the Rhine. Their positions and barricades were
powerless to stem the series of surprises launched by
Bernadotte, -who now commanded the van of Kleber's
army, and sustained by the dash of Ney's column which
struck and pursued on the fringes of the advance. On
September 2 8th he captured a string of barges as they
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